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Tier 1 Grant Award Justification Narrative
Accelerate California Innovation Grant Program
Agreement No. 25GOB044  ·  Version 1.0 DRAFT  ·  August 3, 2026  ·  Issued by CalOSBA
Administered by CAP Contract Alliance, LLC, Fiscal Agent  ·  541-668-4117  ·  tiffany@capcontractalliance.com
Tier 1 supports proof of concept, initial research and development, prototype, and early-stage pre-commercialization. 
Awards are $25,000.00 or $50,000.00.
Complete the business information tables on the cover pages, then write your narrative in the Narrative section that follows. Your Accelerate CA Hub submits this document with your nomination.
	NARRATIVE FORMAT — REQUIRED
Address every prompt in the narrative section. Do not delete the prompts.
The narrative is a maximum of five pages, measured from the first page of the Narrative section and excluding this cover and all attachments. Pages beyond the fifth narrative page are not read.
Required format: 1" margins, single-spaced, 12 point Arial.
There are no additional points for using all five pages. Complete, streamlined content is preferred.



	YOUR ANSWERS ARE COMPARED ACROSS DOCUMENTS
The legal business name, the tier, and the dollar amount on this cover page are compared against your Hub’s recommendation letter and the online nomination form at review. All three must agree.
This program does not use a DUNS number or a SAM.gov UEI. Enter your California Secretary of State entity number and your FEIN.




Cover Page · Business Information
BUSINESS INFORMATION — ALL FIELDS REQUIRED UNLESS MARKED OPTIONAL
	Legal business name
Exactly as filed with the California Secretary of State
	

	DBA or trade name
Enter N/A if none
	

	California Secretary of State entity number
Must match the filings submitted with the nomination
	

	Federal Employer Identification Number
Nine digits, no dashes
	

	Business incorporation date
If before July 1, 2021, an Eligibility Justification Narrative is required
	

	Domiciliation
State of incorporation
	

	Business street address
	

	California city of primary operations
	

	California county of primary operations
	

	NAICS code(s) or category
	


BUSINESS CLASSIFICATIONS — ANSWER YES OR NO
Ownership classifications require 51 percent or more ownership.
	HubZone
	

	Rural
Territory not defined as urban — fewer than 2,000 housing units or 5,000 persons
	

	Disaster-impacted
	

	Women-owned
	

	Veteran-owned
	

	Diverse-owned
	

	Socially or economically disadvantaged (SEDI)
	

	Pre-revenue
	


PRIMARY CONTACT
	Full name
	

	Title
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	


SECONDARY CONTACT
	Full name
	

	Title
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	


INNOVATION METRICS
	Number of patents awarded
	

	Number of patent applications
	

	SBIR applications in progress
Enter N/A if none
	


CALIFORNIA JOBS AND FTES
Include the founder in the FTE count.
	California-based FTEs
	

	Out-of-state FTEs
	

	California-based 1099 contractors
	

	Out-of-state 1099 contractors
	


SBIR / STTR AWARD DETAILS — COMPLETE ONLY IF APPLICABLE
	PHASE II AWARDEES ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR TIER 1
A business that has received a Phase II SBIR or STTR award cannot be nominated for a Tier 1 grant. If the business holds a Phase II award, the nomination must be submitted at Tier 2.



Phase I award
	Agency
	

	Award amount
	

	Contract number
	

	Award start and end dates
	




Narrative · Tier 1
Address each of the six items below, beginning on this page. Maximum five pages measured from here, single-spaced, 12 point Arial, 1" margins. Do not delete the prompts.
1. Company information.
 State your primary objectives and core competencies, your area of specialization, and your product or service development milestones. Describe your history of previous State, federal, and non-state funding, and your subsequent commercialization plans.
1. Customer discovery and competitive matrix.
 State your key technology objectives, describe the current competitive market and your advantages compared to competing products or services, and describe the barriers to market adoption of your product or service.
1. Go-to-market strategy.
 Give your market milestones and milestone dates, your market size analysis, and your estimated market share after one year of sales and after five years. Describe the project plan by which you will obtain that market share.
1. Intellectual property.
 Describe your patent status, technology lead, trade secrets, or other plan to achieve the protection necessary to attain a competitive advantage. Complete only if applicable.
1. Financing.
 Describe your plans for securing follow-on funding in subsequent years.
1. Commercialization record.
 Describe the business owner’s existing record of successfully commercializing other research. Complete only if applicable.

	SUBMISSION IS FOR CONSIDERATION ONLY
Submission of required documents is for consideration and does not guarantee a grant award. All award decisions are made by CalOSBA.



Funded in part through a contract with the California Office of the Small Business Advocate. All opinions, conclusions, and/or recommendations expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the California Office of the Small Business Advocate.
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